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The Chairman’s Letter

D

ear Supporters,

Since our last Newsletter we have all had more time in lockdown, but
some things have improved. Being able to have Open Days has been
good. At one when the rain came too, many of our visitors were to be
seen having tea in Rose Cottage garden in the pouring rain. It was impressive.
Meanwhile the work to look after the Meadows has had to continue, pandemic
or no, with the Diggers and the monthly working parties getting to grips with the
clearing and maintenance necessary. Recent storms have delivered plenty of
debris which has been picked up and the thistles always need challenging. The
amount of effort and hard work put in by the volunteers saves us a great deal of
money for which we are extremely grateful. We greatly value the work of all our
volunteers without whose energies and company we should all be the poorer.
New volunteers are always welcome.
With the weather changing with global warming, our Meadows become even
more important as a safety valve protecting the City and the Cathedral from
flooding. It is a poignant reason for you to continue your support of Harnham
Water Meadows Trust.
We very much hope to be able to offer new ways to give you access to the
Meadows, in addition to the Public Drownings early in the year and the Open
Days in the summer. We shall keep you informed as the situation develops. We
shall also be looking for a safe venue for our erstwhile Annual Open Meeting.
The Trustees look forward to welcoming you to the Meadows in 2022 and thank
you most profoundly for your vital support.

Gay Edwards, Chairman of Trustees
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HAILS AND FAREWELLS
There have been some notable changes in personnel since September including
some who have been with the Trust for many years. Ian Hobday has been looking
after the sensitive information regarding our Supporters for some time but has
decided to step down. He will be missed but the Trustees are grateful that he
looked after this important side of the HWMT for as long as he has. John Beckett
has decided to step down from being a Trustee, but the Trustees are delighted to
say that he will stay on the Management Committee where his huge knowledge of
the Meadows will continue being of great value to us all. Alison Morris, our legal
adviser, has also decided to resign as a Trustee having been of great help with
advice and support of all kinds. Our Hon. Secretary, Felicity Rickard, warned us a
while ago that she felt she had been in post for long enough. Felicity had been
involved with the Trust from a very early stage and is a mine of information and
was especially comforting to the new Chairman. Fortunately she lives nearby so
we may consult her. She has certainly given the Trust an enormous amount of her
time and talents. Ruth Hawley will be known to many who will be sad to hear that
she too has decided to come off the Board after many years looking after Events,
the Working Parties and Supporters. She has been a tower of strength and we are
only grateful that she is still nearby and we shall continue to see her. The Board is
enormously grateful to all these splendid people who have done so much in
shaping the Trust.
We can celebrate newcomers in the form of Joyce Salkeld who follows Alison as
our legal adviser and Trustee, and Clare Wiggens who has taken over from Felicity
and is also looking after some other administrative tasks. John and Sandra
Newsome have both been helping us for some time. Sandra has been involved
with the educational work of the Trust and John has done so much practical work
that has saved us trouble and expense. They have both agreed to become
Trustees and are most welcome in this capacity as well as what they are already
doing.
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EVENTS

U

nfortunately 2021 started rather as 2020 had finished, with not much
scope for activities on the Meadows. The Drownings were held without
any onlookers, and only routine maintenance continued as normal.

However, the easing of lockdowns meant we were able to hold two Open Days at
Rose Cottage. On 3rd July we had a good turn-out and used both our gazebos so
that cards, books, etc could be sold from one and tea served from the other. On
7th August the highlight was a demonstration of sheep dog working and of a sheep
being sheared by our wonderful grazier Rob and his wife Anna. These were much
enjoyed and the occasional squalls of rain did nothing to dampen the spirit of the
afternoon. In July Tom Harriott held a successful day for artists on the Meadows.
September saw a surge in activities. On the 12th we were represented by a stall on
Choristers’ Green for the Cathedral Friends’ event of ‘Secret Gardens in the Close’,
and we had a stall at the Harnham Pet Festival and Country Fair. On the 18 th we
were busy with a stall at the People in the Park event in Elizabeth Gardens, a very
well supported occasion on a lovely day.
Thank you to all the volunteers who
made these appearances possible.
Other activities on the Meadows have
been special walks for groups including
one of former Foreign Office diplomats
and we have been delighted that some
visitors to Salisbury have found us and
asked for tours of the Meadows.
All these activities have led to useful
exposure for recruiting and engendering
interest. Sadly we were again unable to hold our Open Annual Meeting due to lack
of suitable premises as attendee numbers were restricted by Covid regulations.
MEMBERSHIP
We have continued to update our membership lists and are delighted to welcome
24 new households this year.

Ruth Hawley
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

T

his year Lesley Wright stepped down as a co-Chair, but she continues to
support me enormously, which I very much appreciate. Lesley works
closely with Ray, keeping him up to date with what we would like him to
work on. Ray also informs Lesley about any trees or fences that need our
attention. I am delighted that John Beckett has so kindly agreed to remain on the
Committee and to continue to contribute to the management of the Meadows.

Ray Topp admires his good work

The activities on the Meadows have continued apace this year. Fences and gate
posts have needed prompt attention to keep the sheep where they should be.
A survey identified many trees which needed attention. This winter work was
delayed because of the soft ground,
but the urgent work was achieved by
March. Tree work has continued
throughout the year with more to
follow over the coming winter.
The significant work carried out by
volunteers each week, and on the first
Monday of each month, is vitally
important to maintaining the
Meadows. The Trustees are most
grateful to these volunteers for their
valuable contributions.
A group from Strutt & Parker (the Trust’s Land Agent) helped clear the channel
alongside the Town Path.
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Although this water course is just outside the Trust’s boundary, we have
maintained it in recent years for the wider public benefit. Water vole and
kingfisher are now seen along its length.
The roof of Rose Cottage needed attention to
stop water getting into the cottage; we are
grateful to John Newsome for managing this,
and for many other repairs.

Joseph Tilley

Before

The Trustees are also grateful to Sally Wilmot for
her continuing care of Rose Cottage.
We have seen an increase in requests from
visitors to Salisbury for guided tours of the
Meadows. This year, we have also granted
access to the Meadows to TV companies who
wish to use drones to film the Cathedral or City.

After

We welcome any size of group that wishes to
have a personalised guided tour of the Water Meadows: details are on our
website (www.salisburywatermeadows.co.uk).

John Hunter
Joseph Tilley
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EDUCATION REPORT

T

his year started frustratingly with no academic visits allowed. After the
Easter holidays we contacted our regular schools again to inform them
that The Harnham Water Meadows were open! We emailed and mailed
over thirty schools. We reminded the teachers that their visit could be
conducted out-of-doors and therefore at little risk to us all.

The first booking was Year 2 from the Cathedral School in May; a class that has
been visiting us for decades. Year 3 was also delighted to accept the
opportunity to visit as they had not been able to do so last year. Classes came with
packed lunches, enjoyed outside presentations, guided walks and an
extended playtime in Rose Cottage garden. We adapted to facilitate the need for
social interaction and outdoor learning as these infants were no longer used to
working and playing in groups after so long at home.
We had lovely letters of thanks from the
children highlighting their enthusiasm for the
plants and animals they had learned about
and seen: “the frog that came from
nowhere”, the “mysterious holes of the water
voles” and the “iridescent damselfly”. “The
water vole can hear the vibrations of your
feet and hide so quickly”. They remembered
they had seen different types of willow and
the large crack willows were a popular theme. The children described their
favourite parts of the walk: “the hollow willow because it
was like a house.” “It had windows and seven children could
fit in” and “I enjoyed seeing the creamy white seeds floating
down to the ground”. Many expressed facts about the rivers
they had learned and their astonishment that the bedworks
were manmade as well as acknowledging the present day
importance of the Meadows as a flood defence. Some were
keen to come to a ‘Public Drowning’ with their parents and
looked forward to “watching the hatches being opened” in
the winter. They seemed to appreciate the importance of
not building on a flood plain and keeping the large green
space in the middle of Salisbury. It was good to have
St. Osmund’s School return to us for a similar long, pleasant
day in July.
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In June Harnham Junior School’s Year 4 classes arrived for three
mornings of river dipping and sketching on the Meadows. The
children identified species of very young fish, freshwater shrimp,
water beetles, snails, leeches and lots of different fly larvae - all
with great enthusiasm! They spotted a beautiful scarlet tiger
moth, appreciated the large variety of grasses that were in
flower and saw the egret high up in a tree.
We were delighted to have a Year 8 Cathedral School visit in
September to revise facts about rivers that they had already studied. It also gave
them the opportunity to learn about Harnham Water Meadows, to evaluate
management techniques and the decision-making processes involved. The
inevitable conflicts of priorities between the various interested parties were
discussed: examples being how trees
should be managed; providing grazing for
sheep; demonstrating a historical floated
water meadow system; and public access.
It was a pleasant change to be working
with an older group of secondary school
age, to help enrich their learning in
history, geography and ecology.
By the time Harnham Infants School
arrived it was the second week in
October. They were Year 2 pupils but had
never been on a school trip before. Their
excitement was infectious, and it was pure joy to take them for a long, informative
walk! Their topic of “Seasons” was brought alive and had us watching out for hips,
haws, nuts and berries.
We were grateful to have talented help from Sally, Alison and Clare during these
visits and thank them for their generous contributions, along with lots of parent
helpers who came with the schools.

Lesley Wright and Sandra Newsome
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EDUCATION REPORT

Pond dipping and sketching
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Learning about the Meadows
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THE BIRD NEST BOXES 2021

A

nnually the boxes are checked, ideally on at least three occasions:
during the nest building; egg; and raising of the young stages. These
checks, together with others, are recorded online with the British Trust
for Ornithology which uses the information as part of a long running
national project. The results may be found at www.bto.org/birdtrends.
In the following list the species inhabiting the box and the number of young
present when the box was last checked follow the box number. The presence of
well trodden lining materials containing feathers and droppings is taken to
indicate that the young were successfully fledged. The state of each box is for the
final visit whilst occupied and the comments column the final state of the nest.
The specialist Treecreeper box has not been used for the third year: the Owl boxes
have been used but the species is unknown. The boxes will all be disinfected and
weather proofed before next season.
Box

Species

Young

Comment

Box

Species

Young

Comment

1

BT

5 JD

OU

3

BT

6 FL

NE

4

BT

8 EA

5

GT

1 IP

2 NE

7

BT

?

NE

8

GT

6 FL

NE

10

BT

7 IP

NE

11

BT

5 JD

1 NE

12

GT

?

2 EA NE

13

BT

7 FL

NE

14

BT

1 EA NE

15

Fallen

From

Tree

17

BT

1 EA NE

18

BT

7 FM

NE

6 FS

GT Great Tit

BT Blue Tit

JD Juvenile dead

BL Blind

NA Naked

EA Eggs addled

FL/FM/FS Primary feathers long / medium / short

RF Ready to fledge

IP Feather in Pin ( just showing )

OU Outcome Unknown

NE Nest empty, undisturbed with well-trodden lining, containing feather scale
and /or droppings.

Andy Webb
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DROWNER’S REPORT
A visitor to the Harnham Water Meadows could not help but notice how some are
almost flat, while others have a characteristic ‘ridge and furrow’
appearance, although this is not associated with ploughing. These are ridged to
allow water to be conveyed along ‘carriers’ in the ridge-tops, allowing watering
down the sloping grass ‘panes’ to drains.
These ridges are ‘bedworks’, their purpose being to soak the grass sward and warm
it, triggering growth during the colder months. Nutrients are introduced and the
mobile water allows sufficient oxygen to
the soil. This picture shows the lower
Seven Acres mead during drowning and
the warming effect has prevented frost
settling along the channel. Here, six
bedworks may be viewed, and the scale
of these structures is impressive. These
are made from ridged silty river alluvium
sediment.
The meads to the left and right are
flatter areas. Looking towards the
Cathedral, to the left is an extensive area that once comprised meads called
Parsonage, Hussey, Rowlas, Deanery and Longbridge: these once displayed
bedworks and channels. To the right and beyond the coppiced trees that form a
former parish hedge, is another flatter area.
This hedge once marked the southern
boundary of the West Harnham parish with
that of Britford.
Water rapidly infiltrates into peat, making
trickling through the grass difficult to achieve.
Livestock can turn a peat soil into something
like porridge - not a good look for grazing land!
The areas on either side of lower Seven Acres
also have peaty topsoil. Local opinion believes
flat areas were lightly ploughed in WWII,
further levelling the surface.

Hadrian Cook, Drowner
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THE DIGGERS
The Covid-19 pandemic has not restricted the Diggers’ activities much. Indeed for
social distancing and plenty of fresh air, weekly outings to work on the water
meadows have been ideal. Good exercise was a bonus and perhaps best of all, the
benefits of the camaraderie of working alongside like-minded volunteers, in
support of such a valuable cause.
Our choice of days is governed by both individual availability and, as important,
the weather. Typically, over the last three years, we have spent two hour sessions,
usually in the morning, for 40 weeks per year, with between four and six of us
drawn from our pool of some 15 volunteers. (About 400 man hours a year).
Major work this year, after preparing the ‘carriers’ and ‘drains’ for the drowning
season, has involved: clearing weeds from the banks of the main channel (which
crosses under the Town Path about half way across, flows through the Hatch Pool,
past Schools Gate and back to the River Avon opposite the Cathedral) and mud
from both the Hatch Pool and the channel through Rose Cottage garden (in which
we spotted eels, in addition to the usual small fishes). To judge by the quantity and
strength of weed growth, it’s been a bumper year for that sort of weed. As an
experiment, we have not cleared all weeds from the channel beds; we’ll see if
those we have left will just rot away.
As usual we have taken on other tasks, including keeping brambles at bay around
the perimeter of the water meadows where sheep occasionally become ‘snagged’.
We have also undertaken nettle spraying; a time consuming task but, on a fine
(and still) summer’s day there many less attractive places to be, than out on the
water meadows. We are restricted from spraying within one metre of water;
instead some scything skills have been necessary.
We always welcome new ‘Digger’ volunteers (and we always try to avoid rainy
days) and we supply the tools when necessary. Perhaps you know someone who
might like to come and join us!

John le Quesne
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Diggers’ Diggings

Clearing the River Nadder approach

Maintaining the Seven Acres meads
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A PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE
A personal perspective of the Water Meadows since 1995 by the outgoing
Honorary Secretary.
When walking along the Town Path in the 1980s I noticed that the Meadows on
either side appeared to be overgrown and possibly unused. So I was delighted in
1990 to hear of an appeal to purchase them as a Trust for everybody to enjoy.
I enjoyed being out on the Meadows with the Management Committee. The
Meadows have created great enthusiasm in the many people who have been
involved in the last thirty years, and it would be hard to single out anyone as
they have all worked so hard to get to the good situation that now exists.
I have looked over the Management Reports and Minutes to give you an inkling
of the work that took place. In 1996 the bridges at St Nicholas and later at
Fisherton Island were rebuilt for access. Gates were put in and all the fencing
gradually repaired. In 2001 the aqueduct was restored. In 2002 a view of the
Meadows was voted Britain’s Best View by Country Life Magazine.
An appeal was made for people to sponsor sluices and you will see by the
plaques on the sluices the names of all those who did so. I believe Mike
Whitlock deserves an honourable mention as he has over many years restored
the sluices expertly.
In 2005 the opportunity came to purchase Rose Cottage. Grants were given by
major Trusts either for the purchase or for
the education fund totalling £255,000. A
further £50,000 was needed to restore
Rose Cottage. The education programme
was then started for schoolchildren and
groups and continues to be very successful.
A project to build an ecological building in
the garden of Rose Cottage to give more
space for education failed to gain planning
permission partly as it is in a High Risk flooding zone. In the meantime Rose
Cottage had been happily used with room for half a class of children in the
building while half were on the Meadows.
16

Rose Cottage needed strengthening work by 2015: the walls were supported by
steel frames and the upstairs rooms made into one space which can accommodate
all of one class or a Board meeting. At the Trustees’ first Meeting there in 2017
they were delighted with the space and light and the new screen and equipment.
In 2007 a programme of drowning in line with the Government Grants was started
and has become continuously popular over the years.
Over the years a huge amount of work has taken place on the Meadows in
connection with the trees, pollarding, fencing, planting of hedges, placing of bird
boxes and, perhaps most relevant of all, the clearing of the channels. An amazing
amount of difference has been made to these by the increasing sessions by very
hard workers — the Diggers — and once again the water flows well. Even the
channel alongside the Town Path has been cleared which makes the whole area
look as it should.
Great variations have been seen over the years in the amount of water on the
Meadows and in some years, such as 2014, flooding over the whole area was deep
and long-lasting, needing a huge clear up afterwards. Salisbury is most fortunate in
having the Water Meadows to accommodate the water in these years.
I have not mentioned the sheep,
and their condition is excellent
with first-class graziers. The
sight of them grazing near the
centre of a city is one which is
probably unique.
I have enjoyed my time with the
Trust. I wish the Trustees and
volunteers good fortune in their
role of preserving our historic
water meadows in the middle of
Salisbury.

Felicity Rickard
The Trustees are constantly reminded of the generosity of David and Felicity
Rickard for their kind gift of a much-needed new hatch on Upper Seven Acres.
17

Harnham Water Meadows Water Vole Survey

Peter Thompson of the Wiltshire Mammal Group wished to confirm that the
water vole, a red listed, UK endangered species, is present on the Harnham water
meadows. Peter has kindly agreed that his report may be published by the Trust.
The Wiltshire Mammal Group was interested in surveying these water meadows
as water voles occur mainly along well vegetated banks of slow flowing rivers,
ditches, dykes and lakes, so the Harnham water meadows seemed a likely place to
potentially locate them. Good evidence of water vole being present on the site
was found in the form of several holes situated along the bankside.
Water vole holes in bank alongside water course
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Further investigation showed evidence of “grazing” of the vegetation in and
around the holes, another pointer that water voles were indeed present and using
these holes. In addition, in a few places we found the “Tic-tac” shaped small droppings associated with water vole.
Tic-tac shaped droppings of the water vole (kind permission of the Mammal Soc)

This is important as recent evidence indicates that water voles have undergone a
long-term decline in Britain, disappearing from 94% of their former sites. Predation
by the introduced American mink has had a severe impact on water vole
populations, even causing local extinctions. Habitat degradation and pollution are
also thought to have contributed to the decline of the water vole.
Water voles will readily spread and colonise areas where their habitat is well
managed. They require areas of soft, undisturbed earth banks in which they can
burrow, with wide margins which have tall grasses, stands of rosebay willowherb,
purple loosestrife, meadowsweet, or nettles, often fringed with emergent rushes,
sedges or reeds, to give them food and cover.
These areas exist on Harnham water meadows where one side of the ditch has
been fenced off, usually a couple of metres back from the water course itself. It is
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very noticeable that where this fencing has been implemented next to permanent
water courses, water voles have colonised.
However, in places where no such fence exists, allowing sheep to graze right down
to the water’s edge, the cover has been denuded and water vole are missing. This is
particularly the case along the smaller water carriers within the meadows, although
not quite such an issue next to the River Avon.
I recommend creating a joined-up network of watercourses and associated
un-grazed vegetation across the meadows. This will allow water vole (and many
other species) to move freely around the meadows without having to cross areas
with no cover, with the extra worry of being predated.
When volunteers maintain the Meadows and dredge ditches to keep water moving,
they should ensure that only a relatively short distance of water course is dredged
at any one time, so that water vole colonies are not completely disrupted or
destroyed.
These management measures will help the Harnham water vole population to
thrive long term. However, should the non-native, introduced Mink become
established in the area, all this hard work could be undone.
Otters would eat a water vole if they could catch it. Mink though are small enough
to pursue a water vole down its escape hole (which is sometimes situated below
water). Therefore, the water vole’s main way of escaping a predator is nullified.
This is the reason why the Mink is such a serious predator of our native water vole.
Should it become known that Mink have started to use the area, the Trust would
consider legally controlling Mink, as many Wildlife Trusts now do.

Joseph Tilley
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Results of the survey:
Red: proven presence of water vole (holes, grazing & droppings)
Blue: probably present (holes only – not enough evidence to say that voles are
definitely present – but likely)

Peter Thompson
Wiltshire Mammal Group
May 2021
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ARCHIVE
25 Years Ago

T

he Friends of the Harnham Water Meadows Trust celebrated its
5th anniversary with a ‘Wine and Cheese’ Party held at the
Tatton-Brown’s home, Fisherton Mill House, on 22nd May 1996. In spite
of the pouring rain it was a very festive occasion including many founder
members. The Chairman, Jennifer Bowen, introduced Dean Hugh Dickinson as
the new Honorary President.
However, probably the main event of 1996 was the opening of the garden at
Odstock Manor on 30th June thanks to Jonathan and Penny Marland. Five years
previously the Marlands had permitted the use of their entire house for a major
fundraising Fair which gave a wonderful start to filling the coffers of the newly
formed ‘Friends’. Following this the Manor was completely refurbished and the
final touch was the restoration of the garden under the direction of the wellknown designer, Penelope Hobhouse. Everyone who came was totally enthralled
by the beautiful planting, the carefully chosen colour schemes and the interesting
features particularly those pertaining to the Ley Lines which pass through the
grounds.
!996 was also a particularly busy year for walks. The first two took place over the
weekend of 27/28 April as part of Salisbury’s celebration of St. George’s Day. The
RSPB came three times, twice for the second World Birdwatch weekend and
once with the Friends for the Salisbury Festival. About 150 people enjoyed being
on the Meadows and they recorded seeing over 40 different species including
several kingfishers, skylarks and a pair of sparrowhawks.
After repeated requests the District Council replaced the litter bins on the Town
Path only to find them thrown into the water. This happened three times before
they were finally set into deep concrete where they still remain.
In July 1996, Dean Hugh Dickinson retired and the Friends lost their Honorary
President. He had made an invaluable contribution to the Trust from the very
beginning and had been a great supporter of the ‘Friends’ in their first five years.

Rosemary Allen
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The Editor gratefully acknowledges all the photographers including Joseph Tilley
(water voles, kingfisher and above) and Jan Fitzjohn.
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